by remote-sensing data for estimation of regional evapotranspiration and prove remote sensing a reliable method through ground truth measurements. In the paper by Hunt et al., fuel moisture content is estimated by using different ratios of water index and the Normalized Dry Matter Index, which is important for predicting the occurrence and spread of wildfire. Their findings emphasize the progress of improved temporal frequency of the planned NASA mission Hyperspectral InfraRed Imager. Ričko et al. compare three water-level products derived from satellite radar altimetry and conclude that the current products can support climate application in providing long-term and seasonal trends of water levels with acceptable accuracy, although further validations and the provision of ice-detection flags are needed.
Geospatial data provenance, particularly remote-sensing imageries, is of great significance in the studies of global environmental changes. The remaining two papers in this special section contribute to cyber-enabled assessment of environmental changes via data quality improvement and visualization. Ji, Chen, and Wang develope an improved intensity-hue-saturation based fusion method to achieve a better spectral fidelity of the spatially enhanced image. Their method provides avenues to improve the quality of remote-sensing data for monitoring global environmental changes, especially in areas with data limitations. Zong et al. propose a new method to visualize the data through Google Earth and NASA World Wind. Their findings help identify the potential hot moments and spots of environmental change around the globe, thereby prioritizing areas with limited resources.
It is a great pleasure for us to receive so many quality submissions from all over the world. We wish to express our deep appreciation to all authors and reviewers for their enthusiastic efforts to this special section.
